
Dear Parents,  

This has been a fantastic 

school year.  Thank you for 

all of your support.  

From the PTA Officers to 

the Thursday folder help-

ers , we are grateful for 

your time and energy to 

help our school be a great 

place to be.  

Most recently, we appreci-

ated  all of these organizers 

of major events as men-

tioned: Mrs. Kimberly 

Moore for the Triple Play 

Event, Mrs. Rachel Chinta-

la with the box tops and 

promotion ceremony, Mrs. 

Stapleton and Mrs. Andrea 

Carroll for Staff Apprecia-

tion Week,  Ms. Brandberg 

for the Fitness night, and 

Mr. Eric Ramey for helping 

with the school store. Mrs. 

Khattak is organizing our 

last PTA event of the year 

which is our Ice Cream 

Social on June 5. Please 

come! 

In turn, the staff at 

Pinebrook would like to 

honor all of our volunteers 

at our annual volunteer 

breakfast. Please click here 

to RSVP! 

June 8 is our Walk-a-thon. 

Headed by our PTA Presi-

dent, Mrs. Andrea Carroll, 

we are asking for the final 

push to earn enough funds 

to move forward with the 

new playground project. 

Details are coming on 

Sunday, May 24, but if 

each family gave $35 or 

what they could, we’d be 

ready to break ground.  

Lastly, thank you for all of 

your support for the 

STEAM Expo on Sat. May 

9th. It was a great day of 

learning and building. 

Many parents volunteered 

their time and energy to 

make this day a success. 

Thank you to everyone that 

participated. Many of you, 

between soccer, baseball, 

softball, and many other 

activities, numerous fami-

lies still came to experience 

STEAM Expo. We’re 

working our way to contin-

ue to grow the event. If you 

would like to involve your 

company or expertise, 

Thank you, Volunteers 

Parent Student Placement 
Survey 

As we begin to build clas-

ses for next year, we look 

to you for valuable input 

about your child’s place-

ment. It's our goal to 

match learning personali-

ties with learning styles as 

we construct next year’s 

classes. Your ideas are 

very helpful to us as we 

work towards creating 

learning environments 

that are productive and 

help students to make 

great strides in their de-

velopment. Please do not 

request a specific teacher, 

but do share strengths, 

considerations, and any 

other information that will 

help your child have a 

successful school year.  

Click here to participate.  

Thank you for your help 

and participation. We 

greatly appreciate your 

support.  

Click Here  to Sign up for Camp STEAM-Mates! Jun 
22-26. FIRST GRADERS NOW INVITED TOO! 

Upcoming Events 

 May 25—No School—(Memorial Day) 

 May 26 School Resumes—SOL Testing Resumes  

 May 27—Volunteer Breakfast 

 May 29—Kindergarten Bugz Program 

 Jun 5—PTA  Ice Cream Social 

 Jun 8—Walk-A-Thon 

See PNB Website for more events in June and SOL 

Testing Schedule 
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that ultimately the spirit of the philosophy 

will be full in-tact.  

As I’ve been talking about, the underly-

ing idea behind STEAM is 

to give students purpose 

and a differently type of 

challenge to the academics. 

Further, we want to ignite a 

fire for learning that has 

not been previously seen 

by your child. As we walk down the 

STEAM road, I’ll take you through every 

step of the way to ensure you know 

where we’re going, why 

we’re doing it, and the 

plan to get there. Stay 

tuned and look for 

STEAM Expo 2016 to 

be in March, 2016!  

You may have heard a little less of 

STEAM this year compared to last year. 

That’s because we wanted to allow for 

the new reading program to develop. 

However, we will continue to move for-

ward with the STEAM initiative.  

It’s possible that we’ll need to give the 

initiative a new name based on the phi-

losophy of our Superintendent Dr. Eric 

Williams, but the ideas and opportunities 

As we begin to think about and plan 

for next year, we also consider the 

instructional direction of the school.  

 

We learned a few weeks ago that 

Pinebrook Elementary was selected 

to receive the full support of LCPS 

to implement the Pathways 3-5 pro-

gram.  

 

Pathways 3-5 is the next step in the 

current Pathways program used as 

the standard reading program in K-

2. The idea is for students to continue the 

development of skills learned in the pri-

mary grades as they work through grades 

3-5. With greater consistency in the pro-

gram, the better skills can be developed 

over time and thus the greater the chance 

to develop our students into competent 

and successful readers.  

 

While every elementary 

school in LCPS will most 

likely become a Pathways 

3-5 school, our school was 

selected because of the 

work that our 3-5 teachers 

have done under the guid-

ance of our reading spe-

cialists to implement the 

program on our own.  

Teachers can support each 

other and most important-

ly our students gain the 

greatest benefit with hav-

ing more strategies and 

greater resources available to support 

learning. It’s an exciting time. 

tary school level.  

Some pros and cons are this:  

Pro: Your child will have the 

opportunity to attain a per-

sonal achievement.  It can be 

frustrating for a child when 

they see the work that was 

done did not earn a passing 

score. Small factors may 

have been at play (bad night 

For families in Grades 3-5, your child 

will have the option to retake an SOL test 

if they scored between a 375—399. A 

passing score is 400.  

This decision came from the Virginia 

General Assembly and VA Department 

of Education in late spring. While retest-

ing has been a standard practice in middle 

and high schools, this is the first year 

that’s retesting is an option at the elemen-

sleep, too heavy of a breakfast, 

etc.)  A second shot may make 

the difference and help the child 

earn some personal satisfaction.  

Con: The score doesn’t actually 

contribute to an advancement of 

grade level or meet a require-

ment for a diploma of any sort.  
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Full STEAM Ahead in 2015-2016 

Pinebrook is selected to be a Pathways 3-5 school 

SOL Retesting—A New Idea In Elementary School 

“We want to ignite a fire for 

learning that has not been 

previously seen”  

F R OM  MR . T HIESS E N 

Reading Specialist Mrs. Fidler provides Professional Development about Pathways 3-5 to 

teachers.  
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select books in various 

genres and allowing them 

to select books of their 

own interest, students are 

exposed to a greater 

number of books in a 

more meaningful way.  

We plan to congratulate these readers on 

their reading accomplishments with an 

ice-cream celebration! On June 15, stu-

dents in grade 3, 4, and 5, no matter how 

many books they read, will 

celebrate their reading 

work with some time to 

talk about their books with 

peers over some ice-

cream. Since they kept 

track of their reading all 

year with logs and re-

sponses, it will be a great day for the 

students to feel a moment of accomplish-

ment for their efforts. Way to go, readers!  

Last summer I wrote to you letting you 

know that we’d no longer participate in 

the AR program. Instead, we decided to 

participate in the 40 book challenge.  

See a clip about the 40 book challenge by 

clicking here. 

The idea behind this program is to culti-

vate a passion and love for reading in 

students. By giving students a guide to 

A letter went home last Thursday, May 

7th from LCPS explaining retake testing 

and asking for your preference should 

your child have an eligible score. The 

retest is not a requirement, but simply an 

opportunity should you elect to partici-

pate.  

Standardized testing is always a hot topic 

and I’ll be willing to talk you through any 

concerns or thoughts you may have about 

decision to have your child participate in 

a retest.  

Please reach out by email and phone and 

I’ll be happy to talk. 

See the most up-to-date happenings at our 

school!  

Please see the PNB website for great 

information!  

 Calendar of Events 

 SOL Testing Schedule 

 PTA News 

 School Support 

You may have noticed that our Twitter 

feed has been hot!   

Many teachers have joined Twitter at 

Pinebrook and “tweet” special events or 

happenings in the classroom.  

You can follow Pinebrook on Twitter at 

@PThiessen_LCPS or just search 

“Pinebrook Elementary” and select 

“follow” from your twitter account.  
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40 Book Reading Challenge 

SOL Retest Continued …  

Follow us on Twitter and the PNB Website 

“...students are exposed to a 

greater number of books in a 

more meaningful way.” 

Teachers enjoyed being celebrated during SAW. 

Mrs. Hoffmaster helps a student learn some new music. 

Mrs. McClellan received flowers on School Nurses’ Day. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UANj_43UMus
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UANj_43UMus


Pinebrook Elementary works to help students grow from Today's Learners to 

Tomorrow's Leaders through high standards and a warm community.  

Pinebrook Elementary Administrative Team: 

Mr. Paul Thiessen—Principal  

Mrs. Daryl Rodgers—Assistant Principal  

Mr. David Cramer—Administrator  

Mrs. Roberts and Mrs. Ross—School Counselors  

Mrs. Sara Sciortino—Parent Liaison at sara.sciortino@lcps.org 

For website updates contact Mrs. Stacey Clark at Stacey.clark@lcps.org 

Pinebrook Elementary  

25480 Mindful Ct 

Aldie, VA 20105 
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Mrs. Sara Sciortino has accepted the po-

sition as our Parent Liaison.  

Mrs. Sciortino has been a long time front 

office staff member at Pinebrook. She’s 

held this position in the past but most 

recently has worked as a front office sec-

retary, handling the substitutes amongst 

many other responsibilities.  

She looks to increase the Parent Liaison 

role at Pinebrook. With building our part-

nership with the Dulles South Food Pan-

try, connecting with businesses, or in-

creasing access to resources she looks to 

meet the various needs of our school par-

ent population.  

Currently, she is the voice of the Sunday 

messages and looks to find ways to in-

crease communication avenues between 

the school and the community.   

Her email address is on the school web-

site incase you’d like to reach out to her. 

However, it’s also: 

sara.sciortino@lcps.org  

Introducing Mrs. Sara Sciortino as our new Parent Liaison 

703.957.4325 

Absentee Line: 703.957.4330 

Www.lcps.org/Pinebrook 

Leading Innovation Through Creation  
“Dream it up, STEAM it up” 

Follow us on Twitter 

@PThiessen_LCPS 

Partnering with the Red Cross, come experience a Natural Disaster Adventure! Grade 1-5! 
Click here to register! 

Pinebrook 
Elementary 

http://www.campsteammates.com/
http://www.campsteammates.com
http://www.campsteammates.com

